OWA Presidents Report 2024
May I first pay tribute to our previous President Mark Mace. Mark guided us through the covid era and transformed the clubs structure enabling us to become a Charitable Incorporated Organisation (CIO). The committees are now fully functioning and the subsidiary heads, sports club council and Trustees meet on a bi-monthly basis, thank you to all involved.
Furthermore, Mark took responsibility for the clubhouse renovation with Jasper Gundry-White and drove the project to completion, the magnificent result of which we can see this evening. Whilst the finishing touches are still being made, it has positively transformed the club, truffle purple might not appeal to all but with our traditional old gold and black colour colours and new flooring provides a modern, fresh, and welcoming clubhouse. Mark also kindly stayed on for most of the year to help myself, for which I personally thank him.
Post clubhouse renovation, it has been a period of consolidation as the new structure beds down and our finances came into focus. You will hear from our Treasurer, but we have found ourselves with increasing financial challenges particularly with utilities and clubhouse / ground maintenance. Our subsidiary club annual rents have been increased from £61,800 to £80,00 but still do not cover our basic bills. This is a challenge not only to us but across all Sports / Old Boys clubs, brought into sharp focus when for example, Old Whitgiftians in South Croydon recently declared themselves insolvent with substantial debts.
The OWA are determined and focused to meet these challenges and committees are looking at maximising the use of the clubhouse thereby raising bar revenues and other further income streams. The reintroduction of the ‘100’ club in the New Year which gold, silver and bronze membership is one example. The possible introduction of new subsidiary OWA Padel club has also been agreed and is under active consideration and proposals will be made to subsidiary club and sports club council meetings in January. We did have outside interest from venture capitalists ‘PadelStars’ but whilst they were very keen and impressed by our location, ground, and clubhouse we could not agree to their requirements, it simply did not fit their financial model.
Becoming a CIO has offered new opportunities in terms of grants. It came to notice that Aviva Insurance were offering community grants combatting climate change and an application for £10,000 for covered two tier bicycle racks was submitted thereby reducing vehicular traffic and our carbon footprint in Hayes Hill. I am pleased to report that we have been selected as finalists and invited to a dinner in March to receive an award. We obviously hope it’s for the full amount, but Aviva will also provide matched ‘crowdfunding,’ details of which will be published in the New Year.

My focus has been on improving links with the school and engaging the wider alumni community. We have had successful alumni events at the ‘old’ school in Camberwell and a dinner at the school in September. We have agreed to a three-year rolling programme of events with the school hosting an event to mark 50 years at Wallington next year, a Camberwell event in 2026 and Alumni dinner in 2027.
It is the 121st year anniversary of the OWA in 2025 and plans for a Summer Ball in a marquee at Hayes on Saturday May 3rd are well advanced. The evening will feature welcome drink(s), canapes, and ‘fun’ casino in the clubhouse before a sit-down dinner and live entertainment in the marquee. Tickets are limited to 150 and we hope all subsidiary clubs can attend, indeed we have already had requests to reserve tables. We will look to launch ticket sales in January through the new OW Sports Club pitchero app.
Lastly, we have seen a decade of change and of course, lost many prominent OWA alumni and family members who are remembered with the planting of trees, new benches and garden of remembrance. This year we unveiled a plaque in memory of former President, and Tennis Club Life President, Les Wilks. Les will be remembered as the driving force of the ‘Donkey Derby’ events some forty years ago when up to ten thousand people would flock up Hayes Hill. I am not sure how the Hayes Hill resident’s association would find that today and I was reminded of that event when watching the Super Vets warm up the other Sunday!
I do think it is a reminder that before the CIO we have always been part of the local community but the growth of our clubs and in particular the introduction of Netball and Junior Football with forty-four teams, offering sport for all, have seen participation increase exponentially. This of course, also produces a challenge to ensure that our grounds and facilities are fully utilised whist balancing the maintenance of pitches and managing traffic and parking. Our next challenges after rebuilding of funds and reserves will be looking how we can improve and manage the facilities to meet increasing demand whilst meeting the needs of subsidiary clubs and balancing against any concerns of local residents.
Stuart G. PATON 
President OWA.


